WAR WITH JAPAN, DECEMBER 8, 1941

It is of the highest importance that there should be no under-
rating of the gravity of the new dangers we have to meet, either
here or in the United States. The enemy has attacked with an
audacity which may spring from recklessness, but which may also
spring from a conviction of strength. The ordeal to which the
English-speaking world and our heroic Russian Allies are being
exposed will certainly be hard, especially at the outset, and will
probably be long, yet when we look around us over the sombre
panorama of the world, we have no reason to doubt the justice of
our cause or that our strength and will-power will be sufficient to
sustain it. We have at least four-fifths of the population of the
globe upon our side.

We are responsible for their safety and for their future. In the
past we have had a light which flickered, in the present we have a
light which flames, and in the future there will be a light which
shines over all the land and sea.

Mr. Churchill repeated this speech on the radio the same evening,
and added this appeal to munition workers:

It is particularly necessary that all munitions workers and those
engaged in war industries should make a further effort proportionate
to the magnitude of our perils and the magnitude of our cause.
Particularly does this apply to tanks and, above all, to aircraft.
Aircraft will be more than ever necessary now that the war has
spread over so many wide spaces of the earth. I appeal to all those
in the factories to do their utmost to make sure that we make an
extra contribution to the general resources of the great alliance of
free peoples that has been hammered and forged into strength
amidst the fire of war.
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